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The Nativity of the Lord
December 25, 2011

Mass Intentions for the Week

Monday —December 26
St. Stephen, first martyr
9:00AM—For All Parishioners

Tuesday—December 27

St. John, apostle & evangelist
7:30AM—Joseph P. Ippolito, Sr—Memorial
Reguested by a friend

Wednesday—December 28
TheHoly Innocents, martyrs
7:30AM—James Howe—Memorial
Requested by his wife, Fran

Thursday—December 29

The Fifth Day in the Octave of Christmas/
S. Thomas Becket, bishop & martyr
7:30AM—Patricia Keator—Memorial
Requested by Kathleen & Ray Metivier

Friday —December 30

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
7:30AM—Paul Crowley—Memorial
Requested by his sister, Fran Howe

Saturday—December 31
Vigil of Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God

5:00PM—Fr. Joel A. Lecuivre—Birthday Remembrance
Requested by his friends

Sunday—January 1, 2012
The Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God

9:00AM—For All Parishioners

11:00AM—Dorothy Kilmartin—Memorial
Requested by a parishioner

Your Will

Please remember St. Ambrose
Church in your will or estate.

Dear Parishioners:
Merry Christmas! It is a joyous day for our
parish and for our world! As the hymn

reminds us: “Joy to the World , the Lord is
' come! Let earth receive her King; Let
A NOte every heart prepare Him room,
and Heaven and nature sing.”

The joy of Christmas is contagious—but not primarily
because of the gifts under the tree. The joy of Christmas is
contagious because of the spirit behind the gifts. The glory of
Christmas is that a gracious God became one of us to tell us
that He loves us. And, in our Christmas giving, we spread
this Good News. It is as St. Athanasius tells us: “For the Son
of God became man so that we might become God.”
Certainly Christmas joy was felt beyond the pews of St.
Ambrose Church as so many of our parishioners gave so
generously and joyfully to those in need.

Christmas joy was spread in the 750 gifts from our
Parish Giving Tree delivered for Christmas to St. John the
Baptist Church by the faithful of St. Ambrose. Christmas joy
was spread with thousands of dollars and gift cards donated
to food pantries in Providence, Pawtucket and Woonsocket
by the faithful of St. Ambrose. Christmas joy was spread as
newly arrived refugee families were adopted for Christmas by
the faithful of St. Ambrose. This Christmas it is as the hymn
proclaims: “He rules the world with truth and grace, And
makes the nations prove the glories of His righteousness,
and wonders of His love.”

Today we celebrate Incarnation! Today we rejoice!
The eternal God comes into the flesh and blood of humanity.
Christmas cards portray the little Babe, the Manger, the
Magi, and the shepherds. Little children learn that today is
Jesus’ birthday. But these pieces of the story only touch the
edge of the mysterious event which brings us together. The
Good News is that the God of Mercy has come into the
history of humanity to bring us perfect peace. For the peace
of mind and heart and soul that the world cannot give, follow
Jesus. And when you follow Jesus, do not be surprised to
see others following you. After all, the spirit of Christmas is
contagious, the joy of Christmas is contagious and the love
of Christmas is contagious.

Today we pray and worship God who was made
man, we celebrate the peace and love of the Christ Child,
and we share a communion of faith and hope! May this day
be truly joyful and happy for you and your family. Merry
Christmas! God Bless.

Father Fealey

From the Parish Priest
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(Ceekiy Collection) | | o«
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The Week of December 18, 2011 = ' ;7 T /!
Collection results were unavailable due to = H U h\gu\:/lj}-___‘l
the holiday printing deadline. "
If you have been away on vacation or visiting another Religious Education News

parish, we kindly ask you to please make up your missed
budget envelopes. We depend solely upon your weekly
support to meet our weekly parish expenses.

No RE classes this weekend due to the Christmas
Holiday and no RE classes next weekend (January
1, 2012 ) due to the New Year’s Holiday. All RE

Thank you for your generosity! | ||dasses resume on January 8, 20120 We wish all
our RE students, teachers and families a Merry

R Christmas and a Happy New Year in 2012!
Second Collection

Next Week: Holy Day Collection Christmas & New Years
Observance

Please note that Monday, X
December 26th and Monday, f .
January 2nd, are publicig

holidays in observance of -
Christmas and New Years. The ¥
Rectory Office will be closed on
those dates and Mass is to be

\
Ihl’iSj]:m celebrated at 9:00AM on both
<>

I} <> Monday, December 26th and Monday, January 2nd.
Merry Christmasand a Happy New Year!

The Feast of $t. $tephen
First Martyr of f}'ﬁ‘ ecausethe maker of usall
L 2Y the Church pﬂ-'.N lay with the alfleintheshall
Monday, ecausethegreat comes fothe small
December 26th

“* Mass at 9:00AM

ecause the dternal infinite
was oncea helpness little mite,
ecavse, Olove of dyristmas nighk

“The gates of Heaven were opened for blessed
Stephen, who was found to be first among the
number of the Martyrs, and therefore is crowned
triumphant in Heaven.”—QOpening Antiphon




Nativity of the Lord

In comparison to the celebration of Easter which
dates back to the second century, the celebration of
Christmas is of late origin, dating back only to the
fourth century.

No claim is made for December 25 being the actual
date of Jesus’ birth, but it is probably no accident that
this celebration of the coming of the true light falls ata
time of increasing daylight.

Expanding that symbolism, four separate, carefully
chosen and crafted sets of readings and prayers are
prescribed for the various times of celebration of this
solemnity: vigil, midnight, dawn, and day.

The images contained in these readings and prayers
journey from early hope to radiant fulfillment.

This bulletin insert was written by Marion Eagen, a hiturgist and musician in the diocese
of Seranton, Pa. © 2002 Resource Publications, Inc., 160 E. Virginia St. #290,
San Jose, CA 95112, (108) 286-8505. Al] rights reserved.

A Prayer for Christmas Day

The day of joy returns, Father in
Heaven, and crowns another year with
peace and good will.

Help us rightly to remember the birth
of Jesus, that we may share in the song
of the angels, the gladness of the shep-
herds, and the worship of the wiseman.
Close the doors of hate and open the
doors of love all over the world.

Let kindness come with every gift and
good desires with every greeting.
Deliver us from evil, by the blessing that
Christ brings, and teach us to be merry
with pure hearts.

May the Christmas morning make us
happy to be your children, And the
Christmas evening bring us to our bed
with grateful thoughts, forgiving and
forgiven, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

911—St. Ambrose
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_.-Whistle Stop Restaurant
W'\ & Ice Cream Shoppe

: 119 Main Street

Albion, RI1 02802

(401) 333-1143

<§,@1' Serving Breakfast, Lunch,
M- Seafood, and Ice Cream

amazika@aemazika.com
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Wallcovering » Propane Refill Station

BELLOWS-FALSO
FUNERAL CHAPEL

FGuneral Denectors Scuce 1527

Bradford R. Bellows, FD
Allan R. Bellows, FD
Paul A. Falso, FD
Mark J. Haddad, FD

401.233.4700 » navigantcu.org

SAVE 10% OFF DRY CLEANING

EXPERT DRY

~ CLEANING
a S SHIRT LAUNDERING
ALTERATIONS ;
REPAIRS
FREE VIP BAG WITH COUPON
Lincoln Mall (Next to Starbucks)

We Are Green!

~ “For a life worth celebrating”

Hellowse

Pre-need Planning

160 River Rd., Lincoln » 723-9792
Lincoln Urgent Care

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
Hours: Mon - Fri: 9am - 9pm * Weekends: 9am - 5pm
Comprehensive Medical Services .
Acute IlIness, Lacerations, Sprains, f:
Strains, Fractures, Physicals, "" > ;”

Occupational Medicine
PRIMARY CARE - Same Day Appt. GEORGE WASH|NGTON
MEDICAL CENTER

2 Wake Robin Road, Lincoln, RI 02865
HERE WHEN YOU NEED US 401-333-9595

Dennis Bernardo | Jeffrey Bernardo | Brian Bernardo

757 Mendon Road

Cumberland 334-2300

Your Dream Wedding Dress Awaits You at

Ana’s Bridal Boutique

7 Tuxedo

Extensive Selection:
Wedding Gowns / Plus Sizes,
Bridesmaids,
Mother of the Bride/Groom,
Flower Girl, Prom, Tuxedos
Offering Personal
Service & Customized Fit =

401-438-5932 - 401-438-5940

Across From Lincoln Mall

456 Warren Ave., East Providence, R
www.anasbridal.com

Find out how far your heart can reach.

ATRIA LiNncOoLN PLACE

Millions of people overseas
depend on you. Please help.

1-888-354-0060
www.crs.org/ch

Helping seniors make a better life.

Visit today and discover all

Catholic Relief Services serves the that Atria has to offer.

poor in nearly 100 countries
around the world.

Independent Living  Assisted Living « Memory Care

If you live alone,
you NEED LIFEWatch!

Simply press your waterproof pendant or
wristband, and speak ‘““hands-free” with
our exclusive EMT-certified care center, 24/7.

800.546.1073

LMITEDTIME 5
LIFEWatchUSA " OFFER! - _ .
; 95 612 George Washington Highway
www.lifewatch-usa.com s19 Lincoln, Rhode Island | 401.334.1686
You’re never alone with Lifewatch! m 2 month www.atrialincolnplace.com

FOR FIRST 3 MONTHS*

*After introductory offer expires, $24.95/month will be billed quarterly.

745-45208

Be
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