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The Third Sunday of Advent

Monday —December 12
Our Lady of Guadalupe
7:30AM—For All Parishioners

Tuesday—December 13

St. Lucy, virgin & martyr

7:30AM—T heresa Pearson—4th Anniversary
Requested by the Healey Family

Wednesday—December 14

St. John of the Cross, priest & doctor of the
Church

7:30AM—Roul Bouthillette—Birthday Rembr.
Requested by his wife

Thursday—December 15

Advent Weekday

7:30AM—Arnold Collins—Memorial
Requested by his wife, Madelyn

Friday —December 16

Advent Weekday

7:30AM—Barbara Sullivan—Memorial
Requested by Fran Howe

Saturday—December 17
Vigil of Fourth Sunday of Advent

5:00PM—Clare Ouimette—A4th Anniversary
Requested by her family

Sunday—December 18

The Fourth Sunday of Advent
9:00AM—The Deceased Members of the John
Greene Family—Memorial

Requested by Mr. & Mrs. Arthur G. Smith

11:00AM—Alfred Carabiniero—Birthday Rembr.
Requested by his family

Your Will

Please remember St. Ambrose
Church in your will or estate.

December 11, 2011

| | From the Parish Priest

Dear Parishioners:

“O Christmas Tree, O Christmas Tree!” |
am sure you've all been following the news
about Governor Chafee’s decision to
rename the Statehouse tree a “Holiday
Tree” instead of a Christmas Tree. It has
been all over the talk-radio shows and has
made national news. Some have suggested
that it's not worthy of much attention and we
should get on with more important matters. However, the
Governor has continued to add fuel to the fire of controversy with
silly statements such as “ the times are changing. We have to
change with the times. And there are those who say the whole
idea of Christmas is so removed from faith, it's not worth protecting
anymore ."

In an effort to be tolerant and inclusive, the Governor has
really made a decision that is intolerant and exclusive of Christians
and the authentic meaning of Christmas. Yet his silly statement
should cause us to pause for some serious reflection upon how we
ourselves celebrate Christmas. Is it truly about the birth of God's
Son or just a holiday from work? It is truly about celebrating our
faith or is it more about the commercialism? Have we too caved
into the secular-humanist trap that Christmas is not worth
protecting anymore? Are our Christmas Trees slowly becoming
Holiday Trees too? Are there any religious ornaments on our tree?
When we decorate our homes do we include the nativity scene or
is it only Santa and reindeer? If Christmas is truly worth
protecting from the foolishness of political correctness run amuck,
then it must be Christians who do the protecting!

This Sunday we celebrate Gaudete Sunday; we rejoice
that the Lord is coming and is soon to be here on Christmas.
“Rejoice in the Lord,” for as miserable as life might seem at times
the reality is that God has clothed us with “a robe of salvation” that
heals all our poverty, our broken hearts, and our sins. These final
weeks of preparation for the birth of Christ are sacred. They are
not meant to be drudgery, a burden or a time of gloom. Remember
the great things the Lord has done and continues to do for us.
Remember that our prayer allows us to draw ever closer to Him.
Remember how our goodness and compassion can bring the
Lord's Light to others. Remember that the Lord whose presence
we celebrate at Mass is the Savior of the World, who was born for
us, lived for us and died for us so that we may share His very life,
now and forever. If we remember these truths and allow them to
penetrate our hearts, we will understand clearly why Saint Paul
says, “Brothers and Sisters: Rejoice always!”

We invite you to continue to rejoice in the season by
joining us on Sunday at 6:00PM, in Church, for Lessons and Car-
ols. Itis truly a beautiful service of scriptures and songs with our
Choirs and several talented soloists. Celebrate the coming of
Christ, not the arrival of a holiday, and join us Sunday night! God
Bless. Happy Advent. Go Pats!

Fathen Fealey

A Note




The Third Sunday of Advent
December 11, 2011

ieckin Collection

The Week of December 11, 2011

WEEKIY....oeeeeeeeiee e $4,488.00
Monthly Maintenance..............ccccceeeeunennne $2,075.00
Annual Collection (to date)..................... $34,875.00
POOr BOX......ooiiiiiiriiiiiierres e e nssns s eennnes $408.00

If you have been away on vacation or visiting another
parish, we kindly ask you to please make up your missed
budget envelopes. We depend solely upon your weekly
support to meet our weekly parish expenses.

Thank you for your generosity!

Second Collection
This Week: Retired Religious Collection

Congratulations to
Our New Altar Servers

Colby & David Acciardo
Caroline & Daniel Gibson
Max Amadio
Stefan Duda

Prayer to St. John Berchmans,

Patron of Altar Servers
Dear St. John, you died at a very young age, but in that
short time you learned to live an exemplary life as a
member of the Society of Jesus. Directed by your
Guardian Angel, whom you confidently invoked, you
learned to be a most humble server at the Holy Sacrifice
of the Mass. Help altar servers imitate you in their
service at Holy Mass as well as in their conduct with
others. Amen.

THEOLOGY ON TAP

Welcoming Young Adults,
single & married, in their 20s & 30s/

Thursday, December 15th
6:30pm-8:30pm
6round Round Grill & Bar
2 George Street, Pawtucket, RI

Join us for a lively discussion with Fr. Jeremy
Rodrigues presents, " The New Roman Missal: The
Mystery of the Word Made Flesh" For more
information please contact Mrs. Michelle Donovan
at mdonovan@dioceseofprovidence.org or visit us
at www.discovercatholicfaith.org

Ca'rholic A'rhle'ric League

Boys Midget Basketball

St. Ambrose vs. St. John Vianney, Loss: 24-16
Next Game:
Sunday, 12/11-St. Ambrose vs. St. Teresa
3PM@5St. Raphael Academy Gym

Christmas Flower
Memorials

N packets for donations to help defray cost of the
¥ beautiful Christmas flowers that decorate our
Church as we celebrate the birth of our Savior.
Donations can be given in memory of a de-
ceased love one or in honor of a living relative.
Please fill out the envelope and return via the collection basket
before December 25th. Thank you for your generosity. Merry
Christmas!

“Frankincense? Myrrh? |s that what they call
separation of church and state?”




3rd Sunday of Advent
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The traditional name for the Third Sunday of
Advent is Gaudete Sunday. The name comes from
Gaudete in Domino semper, Latin tor “Rejoice in the Lord
always,” opening words of today’s entrance antiphon
(brief scriptural text that is usually replaced by an
opening hymn).

Because one of Advent’s tasks is to prepare us for
Christ’s return at the end of time, this season once had
a penitential quality similar to that of I.ent. Gaudete
Sunday with its rose vestments and relaxation of aus-
terities softened the period and gave a glimpse of its
tulfillment just as its counterpart, Laetare Sunday, did
at the midpoint of Lent.

Viewed now as a season of devout and joyful expec-
tation, Advent retains very little of its old penitential
focus, but we still have the option of using the liturgi-
cal color of rose today as we rejoice that Christmas is
near, and Christ’s second coming is nearer than it was
yesterday.

This bulletin insert was written by Marion Eagen, a hturgist and musician in the diocese
of Seranton, Pa. © 2002 Resource Publications, Inc., 160 E. Virginia St. #290,
San Jose, CA 95112, (408) 286-8505. All rights reserved.

SCHEDULE OF MASSES
FOR CHRISTMAS 2011

Christmas Eve
Saturday, December 24th

Family Vigil Mass at 4:00PM
with Children’s Choir

Christmas Concert at 11:15PM

with Parish Choir & Instrumentalists

Christmas Day
Sunday, December 25th
Midnight Mass at 12:00AM

with Parish Choir & Instrumentalists

Christmas Mass at 10:00AM

A Blessing of a
C]zrjstmzzs Tree for a Family

Lord our God, we praise

!}f { you for the light of

L
: ;Cix

creation: the sun, the moon,
and the stars of the night.
We praise you for the light

K ;é‘ \ of Israel: the Law, the

W N—\

prophets, and the wisdom
of the Scriptures. We praise you for Jesus
Christ, your Son: he is Emmanuel, God-with-us,
the Prince of Peace, who fills us with the won-
der of your love. Let your blessing come upon us
as we illumine this tree. May the light and cheer
it gives be a sign of the joy that fills our hearts.
May all who delight in this tree come to the
knowledge and joy of salvation. We ask this
through Christ our Lord.

911—St. Ambrose




s
A
“‘\‘b‘\v\ \

i \

i

:
I

i W .
R

; 3 L?‘z:é\\‘* libw\m‘% \-”\\.

; : ; : i A

s B ] i : : i R ] i

e k s : i ; i »§m ;

e

T

e

Rejoice in the Sord always.

Th 1:46
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INSURANCE
SERVICES INC.
Alex Mazika, 111

1529 MINERAL SPRING AVE.
NORTH PROVIDENCE

353-9300

amazika@aemazika.com

SAVE 10% OFF DRY CLEANING

EXPERT DRY

« CLEANING
a S SHIRT LAUNDERING
s ALTERATIONS ;

REPAIRS
FREE VIP BAG WITH COUPON
Lincoln Mall (Next to Starbucks)
We Are Green!

KITCHEN & BATH

REMODELING
DCS Construction LLC

LINCOLN
LANDSCAPE

Complete Landscape & Design
Yard Maintenance
RONALD FEALHABER

Navngant

CREDIT UNION™

Sf==r, Cement * Retain Wall
A Brick Pavers

2\ ANDRE SOARES
£ (401) 270-9616

All Masonry e Licensed & Insured

Over 20 Years Experience ~Owner—~
401 '766'0959 2 for St. Ambrose Enjoy Life’s Journey
Manville, RI 401-334-3344 .
g Life is a journey.
;.- Soares Masonry| DEPAULT (e I Ly
" stone « Brick + Biock | HARDWARE fiaraware St

there, again and agian
CUMBERLAND PLAZA
2000 Mendon Rd., Suite 9

401-333-0855 faietszove
(Y eler « [ Qe

Wallcovering « Propane Refill Station

401.233.4700 » navigantcu.org

_.-Whistle Stop Restaurant

W'\ & Ice Cream Shoppe
: 119 Main Street
Albion, RI1 02802

(401) 333-1143

<§@]' Serving Breakfast, Lunch,
M+ Seafood, and Ice Cream

BELLOWS-FALSO
FUNERAL CHAPEL

.@a FGuneral Denectors Scuce 1527
Bradford R. Bellows, FD

~ “For a life worth celebrating”

Dennis Bernardo | Jeffrey Bernardo | Brian Bernardo

757 Mendon Road

Cumberland 334-2300

Allan R. Bellows, FD
Paul A. Falso, FD
Mark J. Haddad, FD

Hrellowe

Pre-need Planning

160 River Rd., Lincoln » 723-9792

Your Dream Wedding Dress Awaits You at

Ana’s Bridal Boutique

7 Tuxedo

Extensive Selection:
Wedding Gowns / Plus Sizes,
Bridesmaids,
Mother of the Bride/Groom,
Flower Girl, Prom, Tuxedos
Offering Personal
Service & Customized Fit =

401-438-5932 - 401-438-5940

456 Warren Ave., East Providence, R
www.anasbridal.com

Lincoln Urgent Care

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
Hours: Mon - Fri: 9am - 9pm * Weekends: 9am - 5pm
Comprehensive Medical Services .
Acute IlIness, Lacerations, Sprains, i
Strains, Fractures, Physicals, “' > ﬁ"'

Occupational Medicine
PRIMARY CARE - Same Day Appt. GEORGE WASH|NGTON
MEDICAL CENTER

2 Wake Robin Road, Lincoln, RI 02865
HERE WHEN YOU NEED US 401-333-9595

Across From Lincoln Mall

Find out how far your heart can reach.

Millions of people overseas
depend on you. Please help.

1-888-354-0060
www.crs.org/ch

Catholic Relief Services serves the
poor in nearly 100 countries
around the world.

If you live alone,

you NEED LIFEWatch!

Simply press your waterproof pendant or
wristband, and speak ‘““hands-free” with
our exclusive EMT-certified care center, 24/7.

LIFEWatchUSA

You're never alone with Lifewatch!

800.546.1073

www.lifewatch-usa.com

LUMITEDTIME -
OFFER! gws
s1 | 2 month

FOR FIRST 3 MONTHS*

*After introductory offer expires, $24.95/month will be billed quarterly.

ATRIA LiNncOoLN PLACE

Helping seniors make a better life.

Visit today and discover all
that Atria has to offer.

Independent Living  Assisted Living « Memory Care

612 George Washington Highway
Lincoln, Rhode Island | 401.334.1686

www.atrialincolnplace.com
745-45208

Be

911 St. Ambrose Church, Albion, RI (back) UPS

John Patrick Publishing Company ¢ 800-333-3166 * www.jppc.net





